Macrophages and C3-deposition in early biopsies as a sign of poor prognosis in human kidney graft rejection.
Clinical characteristics such as retransplantation, cytotoxic antibodies, no or delayed graft onset, or early anuria seem to be important factors to define this group of patients. If early biopsies show intravascular presence of macrophages in venulae or capillaries usually combined with a C3-deposition in glomular capillary walls, the prognosis of graft outcome seems to be poor even with rather heavy antirejection therapy.